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The wave of parish closings has meant new purposes for nine historic 
churches in south St. Louis. The archdiocese is ending their service as 
traditional geographical parishes, but it's preserving them for new roles. 

Sts. and Joseph 
Address: 6304 Minnesota Avenue. 

This parish and St. Boniface to its south are being merged into St. 
Stephen Protomartyr north of Carondelet Park. But the Sts. Mary and 
Joseph church will be preserved as a chapel where St. Stephen's plans to 
hold its 4 p.m. Saturday Masses. The stone church dates only to 1940, 
but the parish is the second oldest in St. Louis, after the Old Cathedral. 

51. of Victories 
Address: 744 South Third Street. 

Just south of the Gateway Arch grounds, it was founded in 1843 by 
Germans. The oldest part of the church was built in 1844. It became 
the home church for the St. Louis area's Hungarians after World War II, 
but the archdiocese says that only about 50 families still belong. An ele
vated section of Interstate 55 was built almost at its front door. St. 
Mary's has long been a "personal" parish, or one without boundaries, 
for people of Hungarian heritage. It will remain as a part-time chapel. 

Resurrection of Lord 
Address: 3900 Meramec Street. 

It was founded in 1930 to serve the growing population south of Chippe
wa Street. Work began in 1952 on its distinctive parabola-shaped church. 
It still had 900 families in the 1970s, but now has 360. The Vietnamese 
congregation meeting at St. Thomas of Aquin will move to Resurrection 
and offer Masses in Vietnamese and English. The parish territory and its 
school will merge into St. John the Baptist, 4200 Delor Street. 
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St. J 
Address: 1625 South 11th Street. 

It was founded in 1854 as the 
first Czech (Bohemian) parish in 
the United States. Its church was 
wrecked in the massive tornado 
of 1896 and rebuilt along the 
original design. Some parts of the 
weekend Masses are sung in the 
Czech language. The grade 
school closed in 1969. The church 
has long been a "personal" parish 
for its people of Czech heritage. 
It will remain as a part-time cha
pel. 

St. 
Address: 3239 South Ninth Street. 

Next to the Anheuser-Busch 
brewery, it was founded in 1871. 
Its church was dedicated in 1885. 
As nearby industries grew, a par
ish book printed in English and 
German in 1921 noted, "Im
proved conditions in newer sec
tions of the city induced many 
parishioners to move." The 
school closed in 1972. It will be
come home to the area's Polish 
congregation because of the dis
pute over St. Stanislaus church. 

St. Agatha's territory will merge 
with St. Pius V parish, 3310 South St. Cecilia 
Grand Boulevard. 

St. de 
Address: 2653 Ohio Avenue. 

It was founded in 1867 by Ger
man farmers. The Gothic church, 
known as the "Cathedral of the 
South Side" for its 300-foot stee
ple, was completed in 1908. The 
parish had its own high school 
but closed it in 1974. The church 
will become home to the Latin 
Mass, staffed by priests of the In
stitute of Christ the King, who 
now serve at St. Agatha's. The 
church needs more than $2 mil
lion in repairs, including work to 
the steeple. The former territory 
of the parish will be merged into 
St. Pius V. 

Sts. Peter and Paul 
Address: 1919 South Seventh Street 
in Soulard. 

It was founded in 1849 for Ger
man immigrants. The Gothic 
church, with a 214-foot steeple 
and stained-glass windows from 
Austria, was completed in 1890. 
The Franklin Room, rented for 
wedding receptions and parties, 
is in its parish hall. The parish 
will remain as a "personal" par
ish for its far-flung congregation 
and Young Catholic Musicians 
program. It will continue operat
ing its homeless shelter. The par
ish territory will be merged into 
St. Vincent de Paul, 1408 South 
10th S tree t. 

Address: 5418 Louisiana Avenue. 

It was founded in 1906. Its twin
steepled church was finished in 
1928. It has held Spanish Masses 
since 1993 to serve a growing 
number of Hispanic immigrants, 
most of them from Mexico. St. 
Cecilia's will serve Hispanics in 
south St. Louis, both the current 
members and those who meet at 
St. Francis de Sales. The parish 
will have two weekend Masses in 
Spanish and two in English. Its 
territory will merge with St. An
thony of Padua, 3140 Meramec 
Street. St. Cecilia's school and 
middle school will serve students 
from St. Anthony's school, which 
closed. 

St. Wenceslaus 
Address: 3014 Oregon Avenue. 

It was founded in 1895 for an ex
panding Bohemian population 
that had outgrown St. John Nepo
muk. The territory will merge 
into St. Pius V to the west, and St. 
Wenceslaus will become a "per
sonal" parish. Few members of 
Czech origin remain, but the par
ish has developed a following 
from a wider area. The Mission
aries of the Holy Family, who 
have served there since 1960, will 
remain. So will St. Frances Cabri
ni School, the former parish 
school that serves the near South 
Side. 
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