
    

|WILL SUE THE CITY. 
The Erection of a Frame Catholic 

Church Causing Trouble. 

  

  

WH. 8. BRAWNER CLAIMS THE PERMIT 

Is A VIOLATION OF LAW. 

  

‘The New Church of St. Paul the Apostle on 

Finney and Pendleton Avenues to Ba 

the Cause of a Claim for Damages 

Uniess Torn Down-- Furlong’s Posi- 

tion. 

The city isin a fair way to have a $30,000 

damage suit on its hands for an alleged dis- 

regard of the law which forbids the erection 

ofany frame building within the fre limit. 

‘ (The structure which has caused the com- 
plaint and threat of the law, is the new Cath- 

olic Church of St. Paul the Apostle, situate 

on the northwest corner of Finney and Pen- 

dleton avenues The church is a one-story 

frame building, and Is scarcely finished. 
The jeader in the compiaint against the 

frame house of worship ana the methods by 
which the building permit was issued, is Mr. 
William S. Brawner of 4255A Finney avenue. 
He owns a ~>piece of land on the 
southwest corner of Finney and 
Pendleton avenues, extending 500 feet along 
Pendleton avenue. Mr. Brawner has been 
looking forward to the boom which his prop- 
erty was sure to strike this spring. He was 
happy at the thought that the ground which 
= held for many years would soon repay 

But he read in the religious columns of the 
Gally préss an account of a spjendid new 
church to be bullt over the way. He winsed, 
for at best a church isno benefit tothe value | 
or property. The fine structure tuea con 
soled him, until one morning, he stepped out 
to catch the car. He looked up the 
street and was horrified to see 
a small frame edifice stealing 
slowly upward on the very site of the pro- 
posed church. This was Stout three weeks 
ago. 

ENTERED A PROTEST. 
He went straight to the office of Building 

Commissioner Thomas Furlong to find out 
about the manner in which a permit 
had been obtained. <A gentlemanly clerk 
answered his approach to tue desk. 

**I would like to obtain a permit fora frame 
structure within the fire limits, east of Tay- 
lor avenue,’’ said Mr. Brawner, 

**Oh, thatisagainstthelaw. You cannot 
have it.’’ 

*-Oh, yes, I can.’’ 
**But you can’t,’’ answered the clerk. 
**Perhaps, with a little sugar,’’ Mr. 

Brawner insinuated. The clerk took um- 
brage and told him plainly that he could not 
have the permit. 
**Welll am not looking fora permit. I 

merely want to register a complaint against 
one which has been issued,’’ said Mr. Brawn- 
er. He then entered an objection to the few 
church and demanded its immediate re- 
moval. He was toid that the matier would 
be looked up and an answer made 
to him the next day. Mr. Brawner had his 
friend, Mr, Wm. F. Kelly, whom he took with 
him to witness what might be said. No 
answer Came within a week, and Mr. Brawner 
aid a second visit to the Building 
ommissioner’s office in company with Mr. 

Kelly. an officiai who was sitting at the 
stove thetirst time Mr. Brawner came, and 
who was in the same position when 
the two visitors came again, 
said that a temporary permit 
had been issued for the building. Mr. 
Brawner came down to bottom pace at once 
and asked what ‘temporary’ signitied in the 
case. If it meant six months,he would bring 
suit becauss such a permit is illegal. 
ihe cCffiicial advised him to see Mr. 
Furlong,and Mr. Brawner went into the Com- 
missioner’s office. He played the same bluff 
upon him which he had practised the first 
day, and elicited from Mr. Furlong an uncon- 
Hitional refusal to issue any such per- 
mit. He then told him about 
the new church. 

WHAT FURLONG SAID. 
Mr. Furlong at once said it should come 

down and asked the official by the stove to 
explain hisaction. ‘‘You will have this of- 
fice in a peck of trouble,’’ said Mr. Furiong. 
rhe man dropped his voice to a whisper 
not too iow to escape the ears of Messrs. 
Brawner and Kelly. ‘‘Mass has been said in 
the church and we can’t tear it down at 
present. The permit is oniy tempor- 
ary. *” Mr. Furlong said work 
should be stopped at once and the structure 
would have to come Gown. Mr. Brawner was 
profused in his thanks to the Commissioner 
and leit the office witha sense of gratitude. 
He went back to the Building Commissioner 

the very next morning. That was last Friday. 
But Mr. Furlong was on the fence, according 
to Mr. Brawner. ‘‘We can not tear down the 
church right away. We must wait until 
the new church goes up.*’ The Commistoner 
is quoted to have said. ‘‘The only alterna- 
tive is a damage suit against thecity,’’ said 
Mr. . Brawner. Mr. Furlong hem- 
med ana hawed, and in 
that mood, Mr. Brawner bade 
him good moruing, and went to Mayor 
Noonan. 

DETERMINED TO SUE. : 
The Mayor heartily indorsed his compialtint, 

and said he had grounds foraction. ‘The 
next day the Mayor called Mr. 
Brawner to his office, and showed him 
A letter from Father Tuohy, the 
pastor to the effectthat the present edifice 
would be down to the ground in a year or 
eighteen months. \. ith the letter was a per- 
mit ready for the Mayor to. sign. 
“<5 piedge you a will not sign 
that permit, and I place that 
letter, at your disposal any time,’’ said the 
Mayor, Mr. Brawner has already told his 
attorney to prepare the papers, and they are 
how estimating the damages to be asked. 
 


